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Summary:

To report the receipt of one objection against a proposal to introduce a raised cycle 
friendly zebra crossing on Town Lane, Kew.

Recommendation(s):

(1) The objection be noted

(2) The cycle friendly zebra crossing be progressed as originally advertised.

(3) The objector be advised accordingly.

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

The council has the power to revoke a Traffic Regulation Order (Part IV of Schedule 9 to 
the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984) as well as the power to make a new Traffic 
Regulation Order (Section 1 of that Act). Authorisation to advertise new Traffic 
Regulation Orders falls under the remit of Cabinet Member Locality Services.

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

None

What will it cost and how will it be financed?



(A) Revenue Costs

None

(B) Capital Costs

The Council has the power to make Traffic Regulation Orders under Section 1 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984. The cost of all legal and administrative procedures in the 
processing of the permanent road closure, amounting to approximately £1,000 will be funded 
from the Transportation Capital Programme for 2018/2019. 

The cost of the crossing point will be met from the allocation for Southport East West Links 
scheme in the Transportation Capital Programme. This is made up of £125k within the 19/20 
Transport Capital Programme and £374k funded from LCR Sustainable Transport 
Enhancement Package (STEP) as identified in the 19/20 Transport Capital Programme.

Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):

None
Legal Implications:

None
Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications. 

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:  N/A

Facilitate confident and resilient communities:  Will improve walking and cycling 
conditions in Southport.

Commission, broker and provide core services:  N/A

Place – leadership and influencer:  Enhances the local environment by promoting 
alternative modes of travel. 

Drivers of change and reform:  N/A

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity:  The route (of which this crossing forms part) 
will improve walking and cycling links between residential areas and Southport Town 
Centre, business parks & industrial estates.

Greater income for social investment: N/A

Cleaner Greener:  Supports sustainable travel and both leisure and utility cycling and 
walking in Southport.



What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD5747/19) and the Chief Legal and Democratic 
Officer (LD4871/19) have been consulted and any comments have been incorporated 
into the report.

(B) External Consultations 

There are no directly affected residents therefore no direct public external consultations have 
been undertaken for the proposed new raised cycle zebra crossing of Town Lane. The 
Forestry Commission hold the lease for the adjacent land and have been consulted and 
involved in determining the overall design of the route in the area.

Implementation Date for the Decision

Immediately following the Committee meeting.

Contact Officer: Michelle Langshaw
Telephone Number: 0151 934 4224
Email Address: michelle.langshaw@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

Southport East West Cycle Links – Report to Licensing & Regulatory Committee 
24/09/2018

Proposed raised zebra crossing, Town Lane, Kew, Southport – Report to Cabinet 
Member Locality Services. Date of issue 30/01/2019 / date of decision 06/02/2019



1. Introduction/Background

1.1 The Southport East West Cycle Links scheme will deliver improvements to the 
east-west cycling infrastructure provision in the town. This will also complement 
the strong north-south coastal cycle link and facilitate access to local facilities 
around the east of the town and the town centre. The majority of development 
planned for Southport over the next 15 years is around the Kew area of Southport, 
to the east of the Town. The Kew area is located 2.5km east of the town centre 
and with key destinations at either end, this is an ideal location to encourage cycle 
use. Expansion of the existing Southport Business Park and the development of 
over 1500 homes are planned for the area around Kew. 

1.2 The central area of Southport between the Town Centre and Kew has the highest 
proportion of journeys made by bicycle in the town with approximately 4% of 
journeys to work and up to 20% of journeys to school made by bike. Provision of 
an at grade cycle friendly zebra crossing at this location would further encourage 
uptake of cycling and improve conditions for pedestrians. 

1.3 A report was taken to Licencing and Regulatory Committee on Monday 24th 
September, which set out the modifications to the highway needed to realise this 
scheme. The provision of a new raised cycle friendly zebra was detailed within 
this report. The provision of such a raised table falls within the regulations as set 
out in the Highways Act and as such a Traffic Regulation Order is required.

1.4 The making of the TRO was approved by Cabinet Member on 30th January 2019 
and then advertised as required from the 3rd July to 31st July 2019.

1.5 This proposed new raised cycle friendly zebra crossing as shown in Appendix A 
will provide a crossing point to link Kew Woods and Town Lane Kew to the 
Greenway link. The cycle friendly zebra crossing will be constructed on a raised 
table which will provide an at grade crossing point on Town Lane for cyclists and 
pedestrians.

2.0 Objection

2.1 One emailed objection was received during the 21 day notice period to the advertised 
Traffic Regulation Order. The main objections are outlined below:

a) The raised cycle friendly part of this zebra will cause continuous damage and 
collapse of the cycle road surface

b) The potential for vibrations

A copy of the email and attached photos are included in Appendix B.

3.0 Discussion / Our response

3.1 The objection raised is that the proposed raised cycle friendly part of the zebra 
crossing will cause continuous damage and collapse of the cycle road surface.  
The proposed cycle friendly zebra takes the form of a 9m long raised plateau with 



2m long ramps at either side and will be similar to the 12 raised tables constructed 
at junctions along the length of Portland Street 10 years ago, which haven’t 
caused any significant maintenance issues.  Similar raised crossings are currently 
being constructed on new housing estates throughout the borough, including the 
new estate on Town Lane.  

3.2 The complaint also refers to the potential for vibrations.  Whenever the Council 
receives complaints of this nature, we refer to the findings of two reports carried 
out by the Transport Research Laboratory into traffic induced ground-borne 
vibration. Those reports being TRL 235 ‘Traffic calming: Vehicle generated 
ground-borne vibration alongside speed control cushions and road humps’ and 
Report TRL 416 ‘Traffic calming: Vehicle generated noise and ground-borne 
vibration alongside sinusoidal, round-top and flat top road humps’.  The proposed 
combined zebra / cycle crossing would be constructed on a flat top table, a form of 
flat top road hump. This feature would be constructed in accordance with The 
Highways (Road Humps) Regulations 1999. 

TRL Report 416 concludes: “With regard to potential damage to buildings it is very 
unlikely that even superficial damage to buildings could be caused by the 
installation of humps and cushions”. In addition the reports have calculated the 
minimum distances where a complaint of vibration could be expected. It was 
found that for the higher level of peak vertical vibration expressed as 1mm/s 
complaints could be expected if the distance from the property to the feature for 
the softest soil type was less than 12m. The distance of the feature from the 
nearest properties is approximately 24.5m, well in excess of 12m.

3.3 The complainant refers to other crossings in Southport, on Bentham’s Way and 
Lord Street at its junction with Portland Street as suitable alternatives.  These are 
different types of crossing, which do not provide the same degree of priority or 
safety to vulnerable road users crossing at them.  Since their introduction, 
guidance has been revised on the provision of crossings, with the encouragement 
of the introduction of raised crossing points, if these crossings were being 
introduced now it is likely that raised crossings would be considered, for the Lord 
Street location, which is subject to a 30mph speed limit.  The provision of raised 
crossing points changes the feel of the road for motorists and enhances 
compliance of the speed limit (which in this case is 20mph).  This reduces vehicle 
speeds, emphasises the presence of the crossing point and improves road safety 
for vulnerable road users who are using the crossing location.   

3.4 For these reasons the issues raised by the objector are not considered sufficient 
to justify changes to or cancellation of the proposals. The proposed raised 
crossing provided a valuable element of the Southport East West Links scheme 
and should be constructed as proposed.

4.0 Recommendations

a) The objection be noted

b) The Raised Cycle Zebra Crossing be progressed as originally advertised

c) The objector be advised accordingly
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